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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P a r a - E q u e s t r i a n s  Ta k e  t o  t h e  A i r  f o r
2 0 11  M e l b o u r n e  C P E D I 3 *  i n  A u s t r a l i a    

 
Thousand Oaks, CA - December 1, 2011 - With a Team Gold under their belt earned at
the 2011 CPEDI3*in Mexico City, the United States Para-Equestrian Team takes to the air
headed to beautiful Melbourne, Australia. The 2011 CPEDI3* in Werribee, Victoria,
Australia begins Thursday, December 8th with a horse inspection, followed by the Team
Test on Friday, Individual Test on Saturday, and finally the Freestyle competition on
Sunday, December 11, 2011. This international competition will be held in conjunction
with the Saddle World Dressage Festival held at the Werribee Park National Equestrian
Center located southwest of Melbourne, Australia. The United States Para-Equestrian Team
consists of Donna Ponessa from New Windsor, NY for Grade Ia, Rebecca Hart of
Unionville, PA for Grade II, Erin Alberda of Woodinville, WA for Grade III, and Mary
Jordan from Wells, ME representing Grade IV. Each rider will compete throughout the



weekend against Para-Equestrian team members from Australia, New Zealand, and Japan.
This competition is one more stride on the road to the 2012 Paralympics held in London,
England.

The United States Para-Equestrian Team members selected for Australia have been padding
their resumes for months for this competition. At the CPEDI3* Saugerties held in
September 2011 team members Jonathan Wentz, Dale Dedrick, Rebecca Hart, and Mary
Jordan led their team to win Gold for U.S.A. Two months later, team members Jonathan
Wentz, Dale Dedrick, and Donna Ponessa secured another Team Gold at the CPEDI3*
Mexico City. This week Team USA is hoping to achieve additional success in front of
international judges Mr. Kjell Myhre (NOR), Dr. Ulf Wilken (SWE), Ms. Jan Geary (AUS),
Ms. Sue Cunningham (AUS), and Ms. Wendy Barker (AUS).

Team member Mary Jordan noted, "Riding in Australia is an incredible opportunity to once
again ride in front of top international judges and build competitive mileage on the heels of
our excellent recent experience of competing at the CPEDI3* in Saugerties, NY."

Traveling abroad is not a new concept to top-level equestrian athletes. Mary and her
teammates past competitions have included four star European Championships in Norway,
three stars in Canada, New York, California, Mexico, and Chicago, and teammate Rebecca
Hart went to the 2008 Hong Kong Paralympics where she placed fourth individually. Most
recently, in 2010 Rebecca Hart, Erin Alberda, and Mary Jordan competed at the Alltech
FEI World Equestrian Games held in Lexington, KY where the Para-Equestrian Dressage
discipline made their first World Equestrian Games debut. For the United States competing
abroad gives riders an opportunity to be judged on foreign soil. Mary explained, "I find
competing overseas in challenging pressure situations and unusual circumstances an
invaluable tool as it builds competitive experience, seasoning, and confidence. I know our
team has embraced this opportunity to gain competitive international mileage and in the
long run that type of commitment by the riders will benefit future United States
Para-Equestrian teams."

The F.E.I. team selections for the 2012 London Paralympics will be on the mind of each
Para-Equestrian during the Australia competition. With only months left to build team slots
for the 2012 London Paralympics the riders will have to give their best performances. Due
to the financial responsibility and logistics of flying horses to Australia the United States
Para-Equestrian Team has been generously given horses to use during the CPEDI3*. "The
Australian horse owners have been truly kind and generous in this process of allowing us to
use their very talented horses," smiled Mary. "Our team looks forward to competing in
Australia."

For more information about the 2011 Melbourne CPEDI3* or the Saddle World Dressage
Festival or please visit www.vic.equestrian.org.au.



Mary Jordan and Sebastian

Donna Ponessa and Otto



Erin Alberda and Pavalina

Rebecca Hart and Lord Ludger

Photo Credit: All photos taken at the 2011 NEDA Fall Festival of Dressage CPEDI3* and the 2011 USEF
Para-Equestrian Dressage National Championship held in Saugerties, NY at the HITS On The Hudson show grounds.
Photo©2011 Lindsay Y McCall for the United States Para-Equestrian Association (USPEA).
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The	  USPEA	  is	  a	  network	  of	  riders,	  judges,	  na9onal	  federa9on	  board	  members,	  and	  equestrian	  enthusiasts.
	  The	  associa9on	  gives	  athletes	  the	  ability	  to	  get	  involved	  and	  expand	  their	  knowledge	  and	  experience	  in	  the
Para-‐Equestrian	  sport.	  The	  USPEA	  encourages	  para-‐athletes	  to	  par9cipate	  in	  all	  disciplines	  under	  the
para-‐equestrian	  umbrella.
	  
The	  USPEA	  is	  a	  recognized	  affiliate	  of	  the	  United	  States	  Equestrian	  Federa9on	  (USEF)	  which	  serves	  as	  the
Na9onal	  Governing	  Body	  for	  the	  equestrian	  sport.	  	  This	  rela9onship	  between	  the	  USPEA	  and	  USEF	  is	  to
encourage	  para-‐equestrian	  compe9tors,	  leisure	  riders,	  coaches,	  fans	  and	  enthusiasts	  to	  network	  and	  get
involved	  with	  the	  en9re	  equestrian	  sport.
	  
Ul9mately	  the	  goal	  of	  the	  USPEA	  is	  to	  foster	  growth	  in	  the	  para-‐equestrian	  discipline.	  	  From	  growth	  in	  the
number	  of	  par9cipants	  to	  growth	  as	  a	  team,	  and	  growth	  in	  the	  experience	  and	  knowledge	  of	  all	  involved.	  
From	  local	  horse	  shows	  to	  interna9onal	  Olympic	  Games,	  the	  USPEA	  will	  provide	  para-‐equestrians	  the
knowledge	  of	  what	  they	  need	  to	  succeed.	  	  The	  USPEA	  connects	  with	  the	  Interna9onal	  Olympic	  CommiPee
(IOC),	  the	  Federa9on	  Equestre	  Interna9onale	  (FEI),	  the	  United	  States	  Dressage	  Federa9on	  (USDF),	  and	  USEF
which	  provides	  Para-‐Equestrians	  the	  top	  equestrian	  resources.
	  
In	  June	  2010,	  the	  USPEA	  earned	  its	  501	  (c)(3)	  status	  which	  has	  encouraged	  supporters	  to	  help	  supply	  funding
to	  the	  Para-‐Equestrian	  Team	  as	  a	  recognized	  affiliate	  of	  the	  United	  States	  Equestrian	  Federa9on(USEF).	  
	  
For	  more	  informa9on	  about	  the	  USPEA	  please	  visit	  www.USPEA.org	  or	  contact	  USPEA	  President:	  Hope	  Hand
by	  e-‐mail:	  Wheeler966@aol.com	  or	  by	  phone:	  (610)356-‐6481.
	  
To	  view	  an	  online	  version	  of	  this	  press	  release	  please	  visit:	  hPp://uspea.org/?p=23
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